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Florida's newest shoot 'em up gun law
45 0

Another week, another Wild West gun bill signed into law in Florida.

This time, it's the firing of warning shots. As if we need more guns being shot into the air.

But that's one of the pieces of legislation Gov. Rick Scott signed into law last week. The law,

which takes effect immediately, allows people to fire warning shots in certain circumstances.

The governor also signed into law the so-called Pop Tart bill, which makes it legal for children

to play with simulated guns in school without facing punishment. Another bad law, but the

warning-shot bill is worse.

At the behest of the National Rifle Association, Florida lawmakers continue to broaden the

latitude given shooters under the state's controversial "Stand Your Ground" law. Instead of

getting rid of that law, or clarifying it, or watering it down, state lawmakers continue to give it

more ammunition.

Advertisement

The warning-shot law was inspired by public outcry over the 20-year prison sentence given to

Marissa Alexander of Jacksonville. Under the state's 10-20-Life gun law, a judge had no

choice but to give her the maximum punishment after she fired a gun at her abusive husband

during an argument.

Alexander did not injure anyone with her shot, and was granted a retrial by an appellate

court. But that didn't stop the NRA and the Florida Legislature from pushing to make

warning shots legal in certain circumstances, without fear of a minimum mandatory

sentence.

The problems with allowing warning shots? Where do we start?

Whether the Legislature realizes it or not, when a gun is fired into the air, the bullet has to

come down. And there's a chance it could hit someone. And that someone could be an

innocent person nowhere near the confrontation.

Warning shots? Most police agencies won't use them because it's widely considered a

dangerous practice. But now civilians have that right.
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Warning shots? How long before a vigilante uses one to justify his or her actions?

Warning shots? The spent bullets could pose a threat to animals, children and anybody

picking up the shells.

None of that matters. In a state where lawmakers look upon virtually any kind of gun law as

a good and necessary measure, this one was a slam dunk.

But as far as being necessary, this law wasn't. For better or worse, we already have Stand

Your Ground to protect people who feel they have to use deadly force to protect themselves or

their families. Allowing for warning shots is just another way to give someone the opportunity

to use lethal force when none may be called for.

In addition to the potential for unintended injury and death from warning shots, you can be

sure the law will bring about lawsuits from folks injured by warning shots, or whose children

were alarmed by warning shots, or who witnessed their pet dog become extremely ill by

eating the spent shells of warning shots.

And what happens when someone decides he wants to fire a warning shot during Fourth of

July revelry, or someone who has had one too many beers decides he'd like to fire a warning

shot, just because he can?

Far-fetched? This is Florida. It will happen.

Changing the 10-20-Life law to allow for some discretion would have been the clearer, fairer

and bigger benefit to the citizens of Florida. Legalizing warning shots simply gives people

another excuse to fire their weapons.

The whole thing has a very Old West feel to it.

Which makes it perfect for Florida.

Copy right © 2014, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

45 0

Advertisement

FROM AROUND THE
WEB

by TaboolaSponsored Content

Seriously, Stop Refrigerating These Foods

Reviewed.com

14 Social Security Benefits You Haven’t Been Taking

Newsmax

Top 10 Athletes Turned Actors of All Time

Rant Sports

5 Exercises That Age You FASTER (Avoid #1 at All Costs)

Old School New Body

You Won't Believe Who's Related to Abraham Lincoln

Ancestry.com

Kate Middleton's Bold Move Could Change Her Life Forever

Stirring Daily

10 Dogs Most Often Blacklisted By Insurers

Bankrate

5 Items You Won't Believe Costco Actually Sells

Bloomberg

31Like

http://engine.adzerk.net/r?e=eyJhdiI6MjQ0NjksImF0IjoxNjMsImNtIjozMzk5MywiY2giOjk1ODcsImNyIjo4MzQwNiwiZGkiOiJkYjMwNjNhMGQ5NmE0Y2FmYTUyYmU3MWQ2ZDZmNGZiMyIsImRtIjoxLCJmYyI6MTE2MDYyLCJmbCI6NTY2ODksImt3Ijoic3VuX3NlbnRpbmVsX2dlbmVyaWMiLCJudyI6NjM2MSwicGMiOjAsInByIjoyNzAyMSwicnQiOjEsInJmIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zdW4tc2VudGluZWwuY29tL25ld3Mvb3Bpbmlvbi8_dHJhY2s9c3MtbWFpbi1uYXYtb3BpbmlvbiIsInN0IjozMzI0OCwidWsiOiJ1ZTEtMDE4YmQ4YjMwZmQwNGY2YTlhMTI2YTYzYmVlZjQ4ZjUiLCJ0cyI6MTQwMzc4MjczMTM2MywidXIiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm5ld3NtYXguY29tIn0&s=qIXmgc8qHF-CDjUXfcB5PgWNszA
http://www.moneynews.com/StreetTalk/elder-care-nursing-home/2014/06/25/id/579233?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://www.newsmax.com/newswidget/gary-oldman-gibson-baldwin-apologizes/2014/06/25/id/579097/?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://www.newsmax.com/newswidget/Diane-Sawyer-ABC-World-News/2014/06/25/id/579149/?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://www.newsmax.com/newswidget/Entertainment-US-obit-people/2014/06/25/id/579090/?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://www.newsmax.com/surveys/HillaryClinton/Should-Hillary-Run-in-2016-/id/122/kw/default?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://bit.ly/1pije0I?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://goo.gl/T5Wl7K?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://bit.ly/1q5CXmp?promo_code=oeygikk9&amp;utm_source=Sun_Sentinel_Generic&amp;utm_medium=nmwidget&amp;utm_campaign=widgetphase1
http://www.newsmax.com/widget/whatsThis?cid=1280
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/aboutbrandpublishing
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/baers-furniture/sfl-outdoor-party-planning-tips-from-the-pros-20140523,0,5638246.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/baers-furniture
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/villaggio-reserve/sfl-florida-dcor-moving-toward-contemporary-yet-still-traditional-20140617,0,6257254.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/villaggio-reserve
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/baers-furniture/sfl-bringing-back-the-class-dining-with-elegance-20140523,0,1276994.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/baers-furniture
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/villaggio-reserve/sfl-south-floridas-11-best-shopping-destinations-20140610,0,5527561.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/brandpublishing/villaggio-reserve
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/?p=southflorida&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-lookbook?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_576&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-weekly?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_265&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-lookbook?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_text&utm_content=ft_576&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-lookbook?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_subtext&utm_content=ft_576&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-weekly?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_text&utm_content=ft_265&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/americansignaturefurniture-weekly?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=f_subtext&utm_content=ft_265&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/?p=southflorida&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_160&utm_term=more&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Feditorials%2Ffl-editorial-warning-shot-gs0620-20140623%2C0%2C239942.story&text=Florida%27s%20newest%20shoot%20%27em%20up%20gun%20law&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Feditorials%2Ffl-editorial-warning-shot-gs0620-20140623%2C0%2C239942.story
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Feditorials%2Ffl-editorial-warning-shot-gs0620-20140623%2C0%2C239942.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/world-cup/sfl-world-cup-2014-fans,0,981037.photogallery
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_thumbs-1r_2-rows:below-article-thumbs:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=tribunedigital-sunsentinel&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_thumbs-1r_2-rows:below-article-thumbs:
http://refrigerators.reviewed.com/features/seriously-stop-refrigerating-these-foods?utm_source=TB_paid&utm_medium=cpc
http://www.moneynews.com/MKTNews/Senior-Benefits-Discounts/2013/07/01/id/512858/?promo_code=159F1-1&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.rantsports.com/clubhouse/2013/05/29/top-10-athletes-turned-actors-of-all-time/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=tribunedigital-sunsentinel
http://m231g.osnb12.hop.clickbank.net/?p=5steps/index-m.php&tid=taboolaosnb
http://www.ancestry.com/s56491/t27852/rd.ashx
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/173900/kate_middletons_bold_move_could?utm_medium=sm&utm_source=rss&utm_content=entertainment_rssfeed&quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s&utm_site=tribunedigital-sunsentinel
http://www.bankrate.com/lite/insurance/dogs-most-often-blacklisted-by-insurers-1.aspx?pid=p:pm_tb_bankslide&ic_id=tb_11040
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/five-items-you-won-t-believe-costco-actually-sells-0f1dqydYT1GOspdmFXlF6Q.html?cmpid=taboola.video


Submit a Letter

Your opinions are important to us
and other readers. Letters must be
signed (no pseudonyms nor initials)
and are subject to editing for clarity
and length. You must include your e-
mail address, address and daytime
phone number for verification. Read
these tips.

Your letter is limited to the standard
length of one page. You can also send
your letter to letters@sun-
sentinel.com. Do not send your letter
as an attachment. Attachments will
not be opened.

Dear Editor:

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

 

Area code   Phone  

E-mail address

SUBMIT  Reset

Florida frees tens of thousands of felons with 

no supervision, what could go wrong? Read 

our editorial: bit.ly/1lT6a1W

Daniel Vasquez 

@ConsumerDan

Show Summary

I substitute bologna RT @Chanlowe: I don't eat 

them, anyway. Way too expensive. #BigSbuzz

Daniel Vasquez 

@ConsumerDan

21h

21h

Editorial Board

Tweets from a list by Sun Sentinel

The Sun Sentinel Editorial Board members.

Your Editorial Cartoons

Draw your

take on the

latest

buzzworthy

current

events and submit your cartoon to

the Sun Sentinel Editorial Board.

See cartoons...

51 Comments

Newest

We've upgraded our reader commenting system. Learn more about the new

features.

Log In | Register

Follow

powered by:

Write y our com m ent here

Uploa d im a ge Submit
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FIREARMS REFRESHER COURSE,,, 

1. "T hose who ham m er their guns into plows will plow for those who do
Not." T hom as Jefferson,,, 

2. "T hose who trade liberty  for security  have neither." John Adam s,,, 

3. Free m en do not ask perm ission to bear arm s,,, 

4. An arm ed m an is a citizen. An unarm ed m an is a subject,,, 

5. Only  a governm ent that is afraid of its citizens tries to control them ,,, 

6. Gun control is not about guns; it's about control,,, 

7 . You only  have the rights y ou are... » more
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T his is y our ty pical liberal logic, they  don't like warnings, they  approve of
sneak attack where y ou stick a scalpel in a babies skull!
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T he Honest T ruth About Guns - 

-99.9% of all guns in Am erica are not used in v iolent crim es 
-99.8% of all guns are not used in crim e at all 
-Guns are used 4 tim es as often in self defenseas in crim eand 98% of the
tim e,its not even fired 
-Only  1% of the tim e when a gun is being used in defense, does the crim inal
take the gun from  the defender 
-After guns were banned in the UK, the arm ed robbery  rate spiked over 40%
and 44% in Australia. Now, in Britainm ost robberies happen when
peopleare... » more

23 h ou rs a go 2 Likes Like Reply  Share

 

sltpppy 25 Ra n k 151

"A fear of weapons is a sign of retarded sexual and em otional im m aturity !" -
Sigm und Freud
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T his is in response to the previous law signed by  the governor that forbids a person
from  using the threat of deadly  force until the crim e is actually  being com m itted. I
guess lawm akers haven't learned that 2 wrongs don't m ake a right. Most intelligent
and non-activist gun owners are not going to waste am m unition on a warning
shot. T hey  are going to shoot at and hit their target.
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Chicken Little likes to walk in the woods. She likes to look at the trees. She
likes to sm ell the flowers. She likes to listen to the birds singing. 

One day  while she is walking an acorn falls from  a tree, and hits the top of
her little head. 

- My , oh, m y , the sky  is falling. I m ust run and tell the lion about it, 

- say s Chicken Little and begins to run. 

She runs and runs.
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As far as I'm  concerned , if m y  Glock goes off , it's center m ass . 
T hat being said , I'm  not really  in agreem ent with this law .
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T he person who wrote this article obviously  is anti-gun. Which is fine, she
has a right to be anti-gun. But that shouldn't get in the way  of writing a good
inform ative article based on facts. If I didn't want facts, I'd watch Fox News.
Don't give m e opinion, give m e facts and keep y our anti-gun views to
y ourself.
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Stand y our ground and warning shots are a dangerous m ix. T ake a warning
shot in the presence of a cop and y ou will end up with a law enforcem ent
bullet to the chest. 

T here is no need for a warning shot. Here it is perfectly  legal to aim , shoot,
and kill an unarm ed person and m ake up a lie about how y ou were scared
for y our life.

1 da y  a go 0 Likes Like Reply  Share

 

FLBONZ Ra n k 687

@Finger T ips 

If y ou don't already  work for the Slantinel y ou should. Your
com m ents are just as ignorant as those posted in the article
above.

1 da y  a go 5 Likes Like Reply  Share

 

flnative64 Ra n k 1130

Funny  that the SS cites the fact that we already  have a "Stand Your Ground
Law", y et the railed against it during the Zim m erm an trial. Zim m erm an's
case was clearly  one of self-defense, which is why  the police had filed no
charges against him . T hey  later bowed to public pressure, stirred up by  the
anti-gun, anti-self defense m edia. T he whole affair ended up being a huge
waste of taxpay er dollars.

1 da y  a go 5 Likes Like Reply  Share

 

center51 Ra n k 17

@Finger T ips 
Not try  to kill Zim m erm an, by  bashing his head into the
pavem ent, allowing the victim  (GZ) to shoot T M in justifiable self
defense! Sim ple!

1 da y  a go 1 Like Like Reply  Share
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sltpppy 25 Ra n k 151

@Finger T ips 
Martin had already  run off, if he would have just went hom e
instead of circling around and confronting Zim m erm an he would
be alive today .
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