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Authorities hunted Friday for the reason a submers-
ible carrying people to the wreck of the Titanic implod-
ed deep in the North Atlantic, as questions emerged
about how such expeditions are regulated and tributes
poured in for the five aboard who were killed.

The announcement that no one survived Thursday
brought a tragic end to a five-day saga that included an
urgent around-the-clock search for the vessel known
as the Titan.

The investigation into what happened was already
underway and would continue in the area around the

Titanic where debris from the submersible was
found, said Rear Adm. John Mauger, of the First
Coast Guard District. 

“I know there are also a lot of questions about how,
why and when did this happen. Those are questions
we will collect as much information as we can about
now,” Mauger said, adding that it was a “complex
case” that happened in a remote part of the ocean
and involved people from several different countries.

The first hint of a timeline came Thursday evening
when a senior U.S. Navy official said that after the
Titan was reported missing Sunday, the Navy went 

Questions emerge
about sub’s regulation

A statement from OceanGate and the Port of Everett addressing the OceanGate tragedy is posted at the
entrance of OceanGate Expedition’s headquarters in Everett, Wash., on Thursday.
JASON REDMOND/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Investigators hunt for reason it imploded
Patrick Whittle
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See REGULATION, Page 2A

At its annual gathering in Memphis last week, the
Presbyterian Church in America rejected measures
aimed at strengthening the denomination’s ability to
prevent and respond to clergy sexual abuse.

The 50th PCA General Assembly considered four
separate proposals, called overtures, as part of a
newer debate within the influential conservative de-
nomination on where it lacks oversight to appropri-
ately deal with the issue.

The decision by voting delegates, called commis-
sioners, to vote down the measures comes on the
heels of a report last year on practical ways to combat
abuse. This year’s abuse-related overtures dealt with
background checks, communication between PCA
authorities on abuse reports, and the eligibility of
witnesses in church court cases.

Advocates for reform described this year’s over-
tures as low-hanging fruit. Not only did the General
Assembly vote against all four overtures, but a de-
bate on the floor highlighted the depth of disagree-
ment over the seriousness of the issue and the neces-
sary lengths to address it.

“The world is watching and they’re waiting to see
how we’ll respond to the issue of abuse. Our church
members are waiting to see how we will respond on
the issue of abuse,” New York pastor Tim LeCroy said
in an address to the General Assembly on Thursday.
“And you have a choice.”

The 47th PCA General Assembly in 2019 estab-
lished an ad interim committee on domestic abuse
and sexual assault, which presented a 220-page re-
port at last year’s General Assembly. LeCroy was one
of several PCA pastors on that committee in addition
to outside experts Rachael Denhollander and Ann
Maree Goudzwaard.

“We released the report in 2022 so there was an
opportunity to keep positive momentum. And there
was an opportunity to see our denomination be moti-
vated by our report,” Goudzwaard said in an 

PCA deals
with abuse
prevention,
response
Liam Adams
Nashville Tennessean
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Nearly 10,000 people submitted feedback on poten-
tial gun and public safety legislation in the first two
weeks after Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee solicited public
feedback in May when announcing his plans to call a
special legislative session on Aug. 21. 

A majority of the input called for
changes to Tennessee gun laws, mirror-
ing state and national polling trends in-
dicating a bipartisan majority of Ten-
nesseans and Americans support in-
creased gun restrictions. 

In the feedback to the governor’s of-
fice, many supported safe storage laws,

expanded background checks and banning assault-
style weapons, while those opposed to new laws ex-

pressed concern about opening the door for increased
regulations down the road. 

The Tennessean obtained through a public records
request 9,850 submissions to a feedback portal posted
by the governor’s office and sorted entries into gener-
ally supportive of additional legislation around fire-
arms or generally opposing new measures, with less
than 500 entries not falling into either category due to 

Public feedback backs new gun laws
Melissa Brown, Vivian Jones, 
Maddy Welsh and Harrison Hendricks
Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK – TENNESSEE

Lee 

See FEEDBACK, Page 7A
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The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, the greater 
the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 3-5 Moderate; 6-7 
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 Today Sun.
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Thunderstorms capable of producing flooding downpours, hail, damaging wind gusts and an 
isolated tornado will rumble from central Minnesota southward to northeastern Kansas and 
northern Missouri tomorrow. Showers and thunderstorms will continue to bring much-needed 
rainfall to the northern mid-Atlantic. Storms will dot the northern Rockies.
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Responses from across the state

The responses poured in soon after
the portal went live on May 5, as people
shared their requests, concerns and
questions regarding the potential for
new legislation surrounding firearms
and mental health in Tennessee at the
expected August special session. As of
June 20, more than 13,000 people had
submitted feedback under their name
and county of residence.

Those generally supportive of new
laws sometimes expressed support for
legislation previously floated by Lee
that would establish a stronger emer-
gency protection order in Tennessee, al-
lowing a court to temporarily block indi-
viduals from accessing firearms if
they’re found to be a danger to them-
selves or others. Many said they wanted
more than an emergency protection or-
der, however. 

A Williamson County resident, iden-
tified as a veteran who served three
tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, urged the

governor to ban assault-style weapons,
saying “no one needs assault weapons
in civilian life.” A first responder and
“lifelong gun owner” from Sumner
County said safe firearm storage should
be incentivized. 

“If I store my firearm in a manner that
is not reasonably protected against
theft, I should be responsible for dam-
age that results,” he said. 

Those opposing new measures fre-
quently pointed to the Second Amend-
ment and the phrase “shall not be in-
fringed.” Out-of-state submissions
wrote in opposition of new laws, while
at least one person opposing new laws
claimed the Covenant shooting, in
which three children and three staff
members were murdered, was a “false
flag” hoax. 

Many opponents expressed concern
that any new gun legislation would
open the door for wider restrictions
down the road. 

“Any gun control measures is too
much — you will start the slippery slide
to gun control across the board,” said a
Loudon County resident. “Taking away
the rights of being an American citizen
and a TN. resident. Please let us keep
our freedoms. Bad people make bad
choices BUT you want all good hard
working citizens to pay the price.”

All but one Tennessee county was
represented in the submissions, with
832 submissions coming from out of
state. Large, urban counties such as Da-
vidson had the largest volume of input.
However, when adjusted for population,
a larger percentage of Williamson
County residents weighed in on the is-
sue, with more feedback spread across
Middle and East Tennessee than West
Tennessee. 

Governor wants to ‘continue
listening to Tennesseans’

“The special session on public safety
will provide an opportunity to bring for-
ward a number of practical, thoughtful
proposals to keep Tennessee communi-
ties safe, preserve constitutional rights,
prioritize due process protections, sup-
port law enforcement and address men-
tal health,” Lee spokesperson Jade
Byers said in a statement. “In the
months ahead, the governor will con-
tinue listening to Tennesseans and dis-
cussing solutions with legislators and
stakeholders.”

A number of people in opposition of
new laws and the special session argued
new laws can’t stop people who are
committed to hurting others. 

“(It) will do nothing to stop criminals

from committing crimes and will only
weaken the ability for law abiding citi-
zens to protect themselves and others,”
said a Bradley County resident. 

Though it hasn’t been explicitly pro-
posed, a few cautioned against writing
in specific diagnoses or medications
into potential “red flag” laws, including a
Dickson County pharmacist who wor-
ried that it could stop people from seek-
ing help. 

“I have so many patients which are
on medications and would never be a
threat to society,” the person wrote. “I do
not believe we can lump a few classes of
drugs into a category as being a red flag.”

Though support for new gun legisla-
tion has largely broken along party lines
within the General Assembly, the feed-
back to the governor’s office revealed a
more bipartisan swath of support for ac-
tion. Self-identified conservatives and
gun owners said they believed constitu-
tional rights can be balanced with rea-
sonable regulation of deadly weapons. 

“I believe in gun ownership, but I be-
lieve it should be well regulated,” said a
Knox County resident. “That phrase is
being ignored.”

Reach Melissa Brown at
mabrown@tennessean.com.

Feedback
Continued from Page 1A

interview. Inspired by her work with the ad interim
committee, Goudzwaard now runs a ministry serving
women in crisis who are predominantly part of PCA
churches.

“But what we saw (this year) was the opposite,”
Goudzwaard said.

Decided on technicalities, 
inspired by deeper sentiment

Commissioners agreed with recommendations
from the PCA Overtures Committee, which reviews
submissions, to vote against three of the four abuse-
related overtures up for consideration this year.

One of those overtures would require presbyteries,
or the PCA’s system of regional governance, to perform
background checks on officers prior to ordination. Two
others sought to expand requirements for witnesses in
church court cases to include atheists and people who
do not affirm the Christian faith.

Church courts serve as a primary, internal channel
for evaluating abuse allegations against a minister and
administering discipline.

Despite commissioners’ rejection of overtures on
allowing atheists to testify, this year’s General Assem-
bly ratified a different overture removing hurdles for
abuse victims to testify in a church court case. That
overture received initial approval at the 2021 General
Assembly. 

Amid the heightened focus on church courts in re-
cent years, a higher-profile case emerged about Indi-
ana pastor Dan Herron, whom the PCA’s highest court
investigated allegations of sexual harassment against.
The court ruled in April and didn’t find Herron guilty,
according to Christianity Today.

Despite cases like Herron’s, some PCA leaders dis-
puted the sense of alarm some feel about abuse re-
sponse during a debate on the floor of the General As-
sembly last week. The debate was technically about
the overtures on expanding witness eligibility, but
quickly broadened.

“We must be willing not to loosen this but to tighten
it,” Memphis pastor Bryant Hansen said at the General
Assembly. “We should be much more concerned about
what God thinks than what the surrounding world
thinks.”

Hansen expressed concern about malcontents tak-
ing advantage of relaxed policies to malign the church.
Other commissioners said it’s the role of criminal and
civil courts, not ecclesiastical ones, to determine if
someone committed a crime.

Some of the language mirrors that of Southern Bap-

tists opposed to abuse reform within the Southern
Baptist Convention, a larger yet theologically and po-
litically similar denomination to the PCA. Despite hav-
ing different histories and areas of focus with abuse
reform, SBC and PCA both met for their annual meet-
ings and took up the same issue.

Alabama pastor Steve Dowling, who chaired this
year’s overtures committee, said his committee rec-
ommended voting down the overtures because it
wasn’t necessary. “The current system has worked and
is working and that it shouldn’t be changed to accom-
modate remote possibilities,” Dowling said at the PCA
General Assembly.

Goudzwaard, in an interview, pushed back and said
current policies bar atheist abuse victims from testify-
ing in a church court. LeCroy, in his remarks on the
floor of the General Assembly, mentioned the example
of atheist medical professional who administers a rape
kit.

Technicalities aside, some commissioners said the
principle mattered as much as the proposed policy
change.

“To vote this down in an attempt to correct it in this
cultural moment is incredibly unwise,” said Nashville
minister Kevin Twit at the General Assembly. “It is a
reason to weep over how long it’s taken us to address
this problem that is a barrier for truth and justice.”

LeCroy sought to substitute the overtures commit-
tee recommendation to vote against the overtures but
was unsuccessful.

Despite their failure this year, similar overtures
might come up in subsequent years. But Goudzwaard
worries about a precedent of continued delayed action
she and others sees as immediately necessary.

“We have to ask the question ‘what can we do?’ ”
Goudzwaard said. “We have to stop saying what we
can’t do.”

Liam Adams covers religion for The Tennessean.
Reach him at ladams@tennessean.com or on Twitter
@liamsadams.

PCA
Continued from Page 1A

At the 50th General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in America, delegates took up measures
dealing with church courts as part of larger effort to
respond to clergy sexual abuse.
STU BOYD II / THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL


